To: Road agency managers and engineers, DOT, and Metro region engineers
Subject: U.S. Bicycle Route Development
Ladies and Gentlemen:
In order to facilitate long distance bicycle travel across the country, AASHTO approved in December 2008 a nationwide set of corridors to be developed as U.S. Bicycle Routes. These corridors are 50 mile wide bands which have been identified as locations where a possible bicycle route could be located. There are [XXXX] such corridors in [OUR STATE]. One of these is U.S. Bicycle Route [NNNN] which traverses the [REGION] from [EAST TO WEST/NORTH TO SOUTH].
In [OUR STATE], the planning of Bicycle Route [NNNN] is being coordinated by [ORGANIZATION] and Adventure Cycling Association (ACA). I wanted to make you aware of this effort and request your cooperation and input as we work to develop this corridor.
A key point to remember is that Bicycle Route [NNN], or any US Bicycle Route for that matter, is not a new facility; rather, it is a matter of stitching together available roads and regional rail-trails, to try to answer the question: if you were a long distance bicyclist not familiar with [OUR STATE]’s road network, what route could you consider when trying to get across the state?
Bicycle tourism is a $4.6 billion dollar industry. Touring bicyclist are experienced bicyclists who support local restaurants, hotels, campgrounds, bike shops, and other service establishments because they are limited in the amount of gear they can carry. It is not uncommon for touring cyclists to spend several hundred dollars in the communities in which they overnight, all without contributing to congestion, or other negative social or environmental impacts.
The [OUR STATE] termini of Bicycle Route [NNNN] are [CITY NAMES], with connections to trails and routes in [ADJACENT STATES]. Aside from the end points, the development of the route is flexible and community-based. We have been in touch with community leaders in several communities along the corridor in order to gauge interest and to help create a draft route.
We value your input and cooperation as we work toward proposing a route for Bicycle Route [NNNN]. When we have proposed a route which is acceptable to the stakeholders, we will ask the [STATE] DOT to request route designation from AASHTO. After the route is formally designated, it can be mapped and/or signed.
Attached is a map prepared by ACA illustrating the proposed Bicycle Route Corridors. Additional information on the U.S. Bicycle Route System and related efforts can be found at: www.adventurecycling.org/usbrs. If you would like to see the draft route in its current form in order to provide input, or have questions or concerns, please contact me by mail, electronic mail or telephone.
Regards,
